SONS   AND   DAUGHTERS
able mouth is added to the hungry eaters of a slender substance:
and years long he must wear a busy head for the keeping of a
maiden; the end of all is an uncertain bride-money (therewith he
buys for her again some household stuff, and it is her dower),
when she will go forth as a stranger to another house. The father
hid himself, in the day of her birth, from his common acquaint-
ance.
When I have questioned the Beduw, had they heard of this by
tradition? they have answered, marvelling, 'They could not
imagine there had ever been such a cursed custom in the country.'
Daughters when past the first amiable infancy are little set by in
the Arabic households. The son is beloved by his father, till he
be grown, above the wife that bare him, before his own soul, and
next after the man's own father: and the young child in an house-
hold is hardly less beloved of his elder brethren. God has sent a
son, and the father cannot contrary him in anything, whilst he is
a child. This it is that in time to come may comfort his age, and
in his last end honourably bury him; and year by year after, as
the nomads in their journeys be come again, offer the sacrifice
of the dead and pray over him: so shall his name be yet had in
remembrance among the living. Much sooner then, would a man
give a buffet to his wife, or twenty, than lay hand-strokes upon the
back of the perverse child their son, and turn away the mind of
him for ever. In bitterness of a displeasure he will snib his dis-
obedient son with vehement words, but his anger shall pass no
further to break the house-peace; after years this child shall be
better than himself, and therefore he is one whom he durst not
now offend. There be fathers, say the nomads, that rule with the
rod. I cannot believe them. A son dying, a father's spirit is long
overcast, he is overborne awhile with silent sorrow; but the re-
membrance of a deceased daughter, unless her life were of any
singular worth or goodly promise untimely broken, is not very
long enduring. Moslemin, (this is to say, The Submitted-to-the-
tK^-governance-of-the-world,) the men make no lamentation for
the dead; only they say, 'He is gone, the Lord have mercy upon
him!3
I found also among these Beduins, that with difficulty they
imagine any future life; they pray and they fast as main duties in
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